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LOCAL STRATEGIC PARTNERSHIP - EXECUTIVE BOARD

Minutes

DATE
19 June 2003

VENUE
Committee Room 3, The Guildhall

PRESENT
Board Members:
David Atkinson, Chief Executive - City of York Council





Ken Dixon, Chair – Joseph Rowntree Foundation





Mike Galloway, Principal – York College





Cllr. Stephen Galloway – City of York Council





Cllr. Ceredig Jamieson-Ball – City of York Council





Rachel Johns – Substitute for Sue Ross





Cllr. David Merrett – City of York Council 





Andrew Milson - Co-opted Partner





Laura Potts, Chair – York Environment Forum





Colin Stroud, Chief Executive – York Council for Vol. Service





Felicity Riddy - Substitute for Brian Cantor

Board Member for Agenda Items 1 & 2:Cllr. Mark Hill – City of York Council


Observers:


Tony Bennett, Asst. Director (Economic Development)





Alasdair Morrison, Head of Development & Regeneration


In Attendance:
Cllr. Andrew D’Agorne – City of York Council


Secretariat:  


Rory Barke, Head of Community Planning & Partnerships





Laura McGillivray, Deputy Chief Executive, CYC 





Denise Simms, Senior Partnership Support Officer

APOLOGIES: Cindy Benton – Co-opted Partner

Brian Cantor – Vice Chancellor, University of York

Ron Cooke – Co-opted Partner



Len Cruddas, Chief Executive – Chamber of Commerce


John Lacy, Acting Chief Superintendent – North Yorks. Police


Liz Page, Managing Director – York & County Press



Sue Ross, Chief Executive – Selby & York Primary Care Trust

	Distribution:
	Members of the Without Walls Executive Board.

Members of the Internal Co-ordination Group

Members of City of York Council Without Walls Project Team


1
INTRODUCTIONS AND APOLOGIES


Apologies were received from Cindy Benton, Brian Cantor, Ron Cooke, Len Cruddas, John Lacy, Liz Page and Sue Ross. 

Partners proposed a vote of thanks to John Galvin for his keen participation on the Without Walls Board and they wished him well for the future.  It was proposed that John Galvin be co-opted on to the Board.  Board members decided that a range of suggestions for filling the vacant co-optee place be sought and the matter brought back to a future Board meeting.

2 
CHAIRING AND MEMBERSHIP OF THE WOW BOARD

Membership: David Atkinson explained that, following local elections in May, Full Council had nominated two Liberal Democrats and the Labour Group Leader to represent the council on the Without Walls Board.  He encouraged Partners to accept this decision and to amend the constitution in keeping with the wishes of the council’s corporate decision making body.  

Cllr. Mark Hill, who had registered to speak to the Board concerning this agenda item, circulated a document setting out the skills he would bring to the Board and urged Partners to respect the existing constitutional arrangements.

Board Members’ overall view, following a lengthy discussion, was that they respected the council’s decision to nominate its own representatives.

Action – It was agreed that the secretariat would amend the wording of the constitution in respect of council representation to read:

 “Three members, nominated at Full Council, from the City of York Council, plus the City of York Council Chief Executive (ex-officio appointment).” 

Chairing: Partners had a full discussion about Chairing arrangements for future meetings of the WoW Executive Board.  In general, Board members agreed that there should be an interim arrangement which provided the Partnership with continuity.  Members also considered introduction of the position of Vice- Chair, which would be a non-council Board representative.

Action – It was agreed that:

· The Leader of the Council, Steve Galloway would chair the Partnership for this Municipal year;

· There would be no addition to the constitution in respect of chairing arrangements for the time being;

· Discussion concerning the appointment of a Vice Chair would be deferred to the next Board meeting;

· The secretariat would notify Board Members about arrangements for making nominations for the position of Vice Chair in advance of the next meeting;

3 
OPEN ACCESS PERIOD OF THE MEETING

Board Members queried the process by which members of the public registered to speak at meetings.

Action – It was agreed that the secretariat would provide the Board with options concerning public access to the Board Meetings in future.

4
MINUTES OF MEETING HELD 21 JANUARY

Minutes of the meeting held on 21 April were agreed subject to the following amendments:

· That in addition to the action of ensuring that Partners would receive a presentation on the Local Plan, the secretariat would arrange a briefing session on transport issues;

· That one of the ‘hot topic’ Conference outcome comments should be amended to read ”We should focus on how to bring in high value jobs and the skills to maintain jobs of that level”.

5
PROJECT TEAM PROGRESS REPORT

Board members considered a report which updated the group on progress with the Festival of Ideas and production of the Community Strategy.  Rory Barke thanked Partners for their contributions towards putting on the programme of events.  He reported that the discussion on homelessness, hosted by York CVS on 16 June, had been extremely successful and very well attended.  Arrangements for other events were also progressing well.

Board Members were keen to ensure that mechanisms were in place to record the views of people attending the debate series and that all views were taken forward.  Partners were informed that the secretariat had introduced a feedback form which would be circulated at every debate and that results would be analysed during August along with postcard and ‘three wishes’ comments.

Concern was expressed about the process of adopting the URBED theme headings in relation to production of the Community Strategy and the status of the report was queried.  It was also reported that the Environment Forum had produced a document in response to the URBED report.  Laura Potts requested that the Board explain the process and timetable by which comments such as the Forum’s would be dealt with.  It was noted that the cross cutting (URBED) themes had seemed a reasonable way of proceeding, but that they were not set in stone. There was agreement that it was important for the Board to understand the view of the future from an Environmental perspective.  Laura Potts reported that the Environment Forum planned to produce a proposal in this respect and that this would be available for circulation in September.

Action – It was agreed that:

· The Environment Forum response to the URBED report should be circulated at the next meeting;

· The secretariat would prepare a document highlighting key stages of the Vision process and production of the Community Strategy;

· The Communication Sub-Group would be reconvened to begin preparation of the Yorkshire Evening Press supplement and City Conference 3.

6
PRESENTATION ON THE LOCAL PLAN AND ECONOMIC FORECASTS

Board Members received presentations from Alasdair Morrison (Head of Development & Regeneration) on the Local Plan and Tony Bennett (Asst. Director- Economic Development) on the City’s economic strategy. 

Comments raised following the presentations highlighted some Board Members’ concerns regarding the balance between economic prosperity of the City and issues of social inclusion.  Tony Bennett responded that the reduction of inequalities was firmly embedded as a key part of our economic strategy.  In addition, contributions to the Regional Economic Strategy aim to ensure a balanced approach between competitiveness and collaboration.  It was reported that more could be done to join up initiatives currently taking place across the city and a Social Inclusion Framework for York would help to create circumstances where people wouldn’t ‘fall through the gaps’.  

7
DISCUSSION TOPIC FOR THE MEETING ON 23 JULY

Partners were asked to consider discussion topics for future Board meetings and suggestions included:

· Local Transport Plan;

· Regional Government;

· Environment vs Expansion.

Action – It was agreed that:

· The secretariat would include the Local Transport Plan and Regional Government as discussion topics on the agenda of the next Board meeting on 23 July;

· Discussion of the Environment Forum’s vision for the future proposal would take place at the meeting on 22 September.

8
ANY OTHER BUSINESS

None


There being no other business, the meeting ended at 18.40pm

Date and time of next meetings:

Wednesday 23 July at 4 - 6pm in Committee Room 2 at the Guildhall

Monday 22 September at 2 - 4pm in Conference Room, 2 Blake Street

City Conference 3 has been booked at the Barbican for 24 September – further details about the conference will be available in due course. 

